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tory near a government the attitude of which was to us of
such vital importance.

In Paris I saw our Minister, Mr. Dayton, whose account
of the uncertainty of the French Emperor's policy with regard
to the United States was decidedly disquieting. My wife
wished to pay a visit to our relatives at Hamhurg, and it was
thought hest that she should remain there with our children
until the autumn, when the summer heat at Madrid would he
over. I therefore set out for Spain alone. The railroad system
of Spain heing at that period still very incomplete, I was
advised to travel by rail to Marseilles and from there by
steamboat to Alicante, where I would find direct railway com-
munication with Madrid. This I did. At Madrid I was received
by Mr. Perry, the Secretary of Legation, a gentleman five
years older than I, of very prepossessing appearance and
pleasant address. My arrival relieved him of considerable
anxiety'. He informed me that Queen Isabella was on the point
of leaving Madrid for Santander, a seaside place, and that if
I had not arrived before her departure, my official reception
would have had to be delayed for several weeks. He had con-
ferred upon this matter with the Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Don Saturnine Calderon Collantes, and the Queen had con-
sented to receive me at the royal palace that very evening at
half-past nine o'clock. Mr. Perry impressed upon me that this
arrangement was to be accepted by me as a great favor. He
had secured quarters for me at the hotel" de los Embaj adores."
After my installment there we went together to the office of
the American Legation, which was situated at some distance
in the Calle de Alcala. I sat down to compose the little speech
with which I was to present my letter of credence, addressed
by the President to the Queen of Spain. This done, I put some
official papers which I had brought with me into the desk during the great crisis in its his-ved. He gave me to understand that he de-
